
Canada has an estimated $88 billion water 

it’s growing. Current approaches to water 
 

and inadequate. Canadian communities  
must adopt a new vision for city governance:  

model for coexisting with water. This vision is 
close to reality in some cities. The Blue Economy 
Initiative’s report, Blue City: The Water 
Sustainable City of the Near Future , outlines 
what it looks like and how others can achieve it.

Issues explored

•   What exactly would a city look like if water  
really mattered? What are the physical, social,  
and cultural features of the Blue City? 

•    
implementing “blue” practices?

•   How can municipal drinking water, wastewater, and 
stormwater infrastructure become visible and valued?

•    
and why is this so integral to ensuring the  
longevity of water systems?

About the authors: Kirk Stinchcombe and Louise Brennan are  
sustainability specialists at Econics, a Victoria, British Columbia-based company.

Blue City: The Water Sustainable City of the Near Future is a visionary report built on compelling  
commentary from 17 well-respected Canadian water professionals on the topic of sustainable water and cities. 
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Halifax, Nova Scotia  
introduced pressure and 

leakage management 
initiatives, leading to 

annual operating cost 
savings of $600,000 .

In Guelph, Ontario, water  
use has declined by 17 litres  
per capita per day from 2007 
to 2011 because of its water 

conservation programs.

Edmonton, Alberta 
has met or exceeded 

benchmarks 
every year since 

it introduced 
performance-based 
regulations in 2002.


